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Quality Montessori education in the heart of Cary for ages 18 months to 18 years

Dates T o Remember
Nov 5-8: Fall Portraits
See schedules and info at right.
Please email
Christina
directly to
request any
schedule
changes
or sibling
portraits.

Nov 13: Greenery Orders Due!
Order forms must be returned by
5pm to ensure delivery before Winter
Break. Email orders to Sarah, drop off
in carpool, or bring to the lobby.

Nov 14: Montessori Morning
Grammar and Language in Montessori:
Join us at 9:00am in the LE1 classroom
for this final installment of our Fall
curriculum series, and stay tuned for
more events coming after the holidays.

Nov 14: Pre-ACT Testing (HS)
High schoolers may opt to take this
practice version of the ACT, which will
be administered later in the year.

Fall Portraits Are Here!

Portrait Schedule

Portrait FAQ

Tuesday, November 5

Portraits are taken outdoors. Please

•

CH 1 - Ms. Liz’s class

•

LE 1 - Ms. Bridget’s class

Wednesday, November 6
•

Toddler House

•

CH 2 - Ms. Becki’s class

dress weather-appropriately. In the event
of inclement weather, portraits will be
rescheduled. Other notes of interest:
•

Portraits begin in the morning please be on time!

•

Individual portraits and class group
photos are taken for all students;
sibling portraits are by request only.
10% of proceeds benefit Heartwood.

Thursday, November 7
•

CH 3 - Ms. Tanya’s class

•

•

LE 2 - Mr. Ryan’s class

Contact Christina For...

Friday, November 8
•

UE 1 - Ms. Mary’s class

•

UE 2 - Mr. Jay’s class

•

Middle School

•

High School

•

Sibling Portraits

•

Student Absence/Schedule Change

Christina Rose Photography
919-225-2568
christina@christinarosestudios.com

Montessori Morning: Nov 14

Our third Montessori Morning
program will be all about grammar
and language studies. Join us at
9:00am to find out how we get from

the moveable alphabet to complex
sentence analysis, illustrate the
elegance of Montessori materials,
encourage love of reading, and more.

Nov 18: Spiritwear Orders Due!
Order forms must be returned by
5pm to ensure delivery before Winter
Break. Email forms to Ginny, drop off in
carpool, or bring to the office.

Nov 26: Ornament Orders Due!
Orders must be received today to
ensure delivery before Winter Break.
Order online here or bring forms to the
folder in the office window.

Nov 27-29: NO SCHOOL
Happy Thanksgiving!
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L ooking Ahead
Dec 19: Yule Log and HALF DAY
Join us at 11:00am for our annual Yule
Log Celebration. Classes will perform
and we will release directly from the
assembly by 12:00pm.
Please have your child shake hands
with their teacher before leaving!

Dec 20- Jan 3: NO SCHOOL
Happy Holidays!

Office N otes
Save the Earth, Pack a Fork!
To help cut down on our
plastic use, please include a
spoon or fork if your child’s
lunch needs one. We’ve
been going through a lot of
disposables lately. Thank you!

November 2019

Ornaments
Greenery Sale
Benefit
Benefits LE 1
The Holiday Greenery Fundraiser
Toddler House is here!! LE 1 is so excited to again

The Toddler
House is
selling
Heartwood
holiday
ornaments as
a fundraiser
for some new
classroom
materials! The
cost is $12 per ornament and may be
billed to your account or paid by cash
or check.
Orders are due
Tuesday, Nov 26,
and will be delivered
before Winter
Break. Reserve your
ornament online, or
watch for an order
form in your child’s
bag or folder.
Questions may
be directed to Melissa Kirkton, the
Toddler House room parent (melissa.
kirkton@gmail.com).
Thanks for supporting our youngest
Heartwood students this holiday!

offer sales of these fresh and fragrant
wreaths, swags and table trees in
time for your holiday decorating!
Order for yourselves, family, friends
and neighbors -- it also makes a great
holiday gift. The greenery is the best
plus it’s conveniently delivered to you
at Heartwood.
The order form is going home with
your child(ren) this week, and there
are also extra forms in the lobby.

Orders are due Wednesday, Nov 13,
(return forms to the
folder in the lobby),
and we expect to
take delivery of
the greenery items
the week after
Thanksgiving.
Payment can be
made by check
to Heartwood
Montessori, or
charged to your Heartwood account.
Please indicate this on your order.
Questions? Want to order via email?
Ask LE1 room parent Sarah London
(sarahlondon75@gmail.com).

Hoodies, Ringers, and More!
Spiritwear is back, including
Heartwood’s favorite hoodie! Also
new this season: Bella + Canvas longsleeves and ringers, plus pullovers for
all ages and zippered tote bags!

IMPRINT

Full Fron
10” Wide x 11”

IMPRINT C

1 Color Full
WHITE ON CO
BLACK ON

Check out the spiritwear supplement
(also posted in the lobby) to get your
very own Heartwood gear. But hurry!
Orders must be received by Monday,
Nov 18, in order to be distributed
before winter break. Order forms are
available online and may be returned
to the office or emailed to Ginny.
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Notes from NC’s First Montessori Conference

Notes compiled by Lynda Dawson

Montessori For All

talking about the brain in Anatomy
and Physiology about the same time.
It was awesome to get to meet others
with different experiences and to talk
with them about their schools -- a
lot of them had actually heard of us!
I also gained a lot of ideas from the
adolescent program that I may want
to try and implement, such as a food
garden!”

The Montessori Association of
North Carolina (MANC) held the first
statewide Montessori conference
on Saturday, October 19, at Omni
Montessori School in Charlotte,
NC. Entitled “Montessori For All,” it
was a wonderful day of inspiration,
information,
networking
and
connection.
Heartwood’s very own Ms. Bridget
Dickerson (Lower Elementary team
lead) also sits on the board of MANC as
treasurer and was integral in bringing
the conference to life. Ray McClure
(Upper School Director) , presented
a session entitled, “Autonomy in the
Montessori Classroom.”
Also in attendance were Lynda
Dawson (Administration), Rebecca
Bloom (Middle School) and Ashley
Blevins (High School) plus a few of our
extended Heartwood family members,
Missy McClure and Zak Dickerson.

An Abundant Community
The keynote speaker was Marta Donahoe,
an American Montessori Society Living
Legacy award recipient, who presented
an inspiring talk on Montessorians and
the Abundant Community.
It was wonderful traveling to Charlotte
with colleagues to learn and be inspired
at the very first MANC conference. The
keynote address contained many notes
of wisdom, and it was a treat to hear
and see Ray’s inspiring presentation on
autonomy in the Montessori classroom.
He reminded us all that, “When work
becomes a joy, we see a high level of
autonomy, intrinsic motivation
and independent learning.”

From Rebecca Bloom...

During a session presented by Christine
Lowery (a Montessori-trained teacher
pursuing her PhD in special needs and
childhood development), we were
encouraged to view challenging behaviors
from children as a form of communication
-- to be teacher-researchers, seeing with
an open mind and approaching new
situations with wonder and compassion.
Here are a few takeaway moments from
some of our Heartwood staff members:

From Ashley Blevins...
“I had a great experience at the MANC
conference! I learned a lot about
the methods of Montessori, ways
to encourage positive discipline, the
workings of the adolescent program at
Omni Montessori, and how Montessori
teachings are directly supported with
neuroscience.
The presentation about neuroscience
was particularly interesting as we were

“The MANC conference was an
incredible experience. It was
amazing to be surrounded by likeminded individuals who believe
in the power of the Montessori
philosophy. The sessions I attended
on positive discipline and behavior as
communication gave me quite a few
takehomes that I’ll be utilizing in the
future. It was incredibly helpful to hear
about the structure and day-to-day life
of the middle school students at Omni
Montessori as well. I’d love to adopt
some of their practices at Heartwood!”

From Bridget Dickerson...
“The Montessori Association of North
Carolina (MANC) built this first-ever
conference from the ground, up. It
deepened my passion for all things
Montessori to be a part of the planning,
organizing, and final presentation of it all.
It was like watching a student internalize a
concept and sharing in that celebration.”

More About MANC
MANC’s mission is to promote, support,
and advocate for Montessori education
in North Carolina with a collaborative
and unified voice. To learn more, visit
montessoriassociationofnc.org.
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L earn More
2019-2020 School Calendar
Also available as a PDF on our website

Our Montessori Philosophy
Or why we do what we do!

L ink U p!
Link Your VIC Card
Re-link your card each year for Harris
Teeter’s Together In Education program

November 2019

A (Staff) Meeting of the Minds
Thanks to your prompt arrival during
our half-day release on Friday, Oct
31, the teachers and staff got to have
a lunch meeting after dismissal and
before parent-teacher conferences.
These all-staff meetings are a
wonderful opportunity for us
to share information and build
connections across classrooms. In
addition to discussing upcoming
events at the school, we spent time
reflecting on Heartwood’s mission.

This was both an inspirational and
foundational brainstorming exercise,
undertaken in anticipation of pursuing
accreditation.
In other news about the future, we do
not yet have a new location identified
but are still working hard on finding a
site. Neither of the two properties we
were exploring in September panned
out, but we are currently in talks with
owners of a third parcel, still in Cary
and within our 5-mile radius goal. We
will keep you posted.

2026
Find U s O nline
HeartwoodMontessori.com
Our official school website

Heartwood on Facebook
Our official page on Facebook

HW Families on Facebook
The unofficial community group for
Heartwood families

Q uestions ?
Main Office

Phone (919) 465-2113; Fax (919) 461-8386

Sue Daniel

Head of School, Programs & Enrollment
Sue@heartwoodmontessori.com

Lynda Dawson

Associate Director
Lynda@heartwoodmontessori.com

Mary McKinney

Business Manager
Mary@heartwoodmontessori.com

Ginny McCollum

Office Manager
Ginny@heartwoodmontessori.com

Meet Ms. Amy Beth

Please join us in welcoming Amy Beth
Knowlton, who succeeds Ms. Hoxie as
Heartwood’s on-campus reading and
language tutor.

Amy Beth graduated from East Carolina
University in 1996 with a B.S. in Special
Education. She has been
teaching for over twenty
years in various roles but
especially loves teaching
children to read and
write.
Amy Beth uses OrtonGillingham to provide
intensive, one-onone tutoring to help
her students with
reading, spelling and
writing. These approaches integrate
seamlessly with the Montessori

philosophy and curriculum by using
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic-tactile
learning pathways simultaneously
to fully involve each student in the
learning experience.
Amy Beth is married and raising
her two children, ages
11 and 14. She loves
exercising and spending
time outdoors; when the
weather is nice, you can
often find her boating at
Lake Jordan.
To set up an assessment
for your child, talk with
your teacher or email
amybethk@att.net.
Please note that fees for special services
are paid directly to the provider, not billed
through Heartwood’s office.
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