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Dates to RemembeR

Quality Montessori education in the hear t of Cary for ages 18 months to 18 years

Aug 21: Open House for ALL 
Toddler, CH, and Extended Day
New and returning students, drop in to 
say “hi” and check out your classroom!

Welcome Back!

Be aware! Due to weather delays over 
the summer, construction on the new 
Cary Regional Library may cause lane 
closures and detours during our first 
few weeks of school. 

Weather permitting, the current plan 
is to close one lane of Walnut at a 
time between Kildaire Farm Road and 
South Walker Street from 9 am to 4 
pm daily starting Aug. 8. The red line 
below is the affected area, and the 

Aug 15: First Day of Class 
(Elementary & Upper School)
Carpool is from 8:15 - 8:45am; 
classes start promptly at 8:30am.

Aug 22-24: New Student Phase-
in (Toddler + Children’s House)
New families, look for details from 
your teacher regarding this period.

Sept 3: NO SCHOOL
Labor Day holiday

Aug 28: First Full Day for ALL 
Toddler, CH, and Extended Day
Carpool is from 8:15 - 8:45am, and 
class starts promptly at 9:00am. 
Please aim to arrive by 8:30 so your 
child can get settled before group.

orange line is the detour route in the 
event of a full road closure. 

Whether Walnut is closed or just 
slowed, we’ll undoubtedly see more 
traffic on Byrum and Walker Streets as 
commuters try to avoid the area. 

Please use extra care during carpool, 
especially if you park on the street, 
and try to load your children on the 
sidewalk side if at all possible. 

Construction Alert

It’s hard to believe that we’re so close 
to those routines of packed lunches 
and carpool lines, but they’re right 
around the corner.  

Look for supply lists and welcome 
letters from your teachers in the 
next few days, plus see page 3 for an 
introduction to some exciting new 
additions to our faculty.

Please take a moment to review our 
carpool procedures on page 2.  With 

the extra traffic, it’s more important 
than ever that we get everybody 
through the line safely and efficiently.

Make sure you get your tickets for 
Red Molly before they sell out!! 
Tickets are only $24 and all proceeds 
go directly to Heartwood classrooms. 

And lastly, registration is already open 
for some of our after-school clubs, 
with options for ages 5 and up. Save 
your space now!

Friday, Sept. 21
Who: Award-winning 
Americana trio Red Molly

When: Activities @ 7pm

   Show @ 8pm 

Where: Garner Performing 
Arts Center (GPAC) 

Why: All proceeds benefit 
Heartwood classrooms with 
updated music & technology

Buy Tickets ($24) or Volunteer

http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com
http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com
https://www.townofcary.org/projects-initiatives/project-updates/facilities-projects/cary-regional-library
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article216242185.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/red-molly-a-concert-benefiting-heartwood-montessori-tickets-45826230489?
http://www.redmolly.com/
http://www.garnernc.gov/departments/parks-recreation-and-cultural-resources/garner-performing-arts-center
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/red-molly-a-concert-benefiting-heartwood-montessori-tickets-45826230489?
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4fafac2aa6f49-redmolly
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Lunchbox Alert!
Children’s House families, please 
bring standard-sized lunch boxes 
or bags, not the larger “personal 
coolers.” There is limited room 
in our fridge, which has to house 
up to 75 lunches!

5 Ways to Make Carpool Fun
...Well, ok, maybe it won’t be fun 
per se, but it will go a lot faster! 
That’s the same thing, right?

1. Don’t block the line.

Afternoon carpool doesn’t begin 
until 2:50pm; the younger classes 
release before the Middle and 
High School, who come out at 
3pm. If you get here early, park in 

a space or on the 
street, not in the 
carpool line.

2. Right in, 
right out. 

Turning left on 
Byrum Street is a 
hassle even when 
there isn’t extra 
traffic. Follow the 
red arrows to get 
in and out easily.

More About the Mollies
So who -- or what -- is a Red 
Molly? It’s a talented trio of 
musicians with a big following and 
an even bigger sound. 

They’ve been featured at the 
legendary MerleFest, 
as well as  RockyGrass 
and the Bristol Rhythm 
and Roots Reunion, 
not to mention 
drawing crowds in 
locations as far-flung 
as Denmark and 
Australia. 

The Mollies’ music has 
been described as “crystalline;” 
their voices as “caramel,” “smoky,” 
and “heart-breakingly beautiful.” 
Their work weaves together 
threads of ragtime, bluegrass, 

ballads and honky-tonk. (Listen 
here)

Their concert on September 21 
promises fun for all ages. 

Join us before the show for an 
“instrument petting 
zoo” courtesy of fellow 
bluegrass artists Jamie 
and Lynda Dawson, 
and grab a snack from 
the Middle & High 
School’s concession 
stand at intermission. 
If you need a break, 
take a breather in our 

dedicated “calm room,” complete 
with quiet activities for little ones. 

But hurry - with sales open to the 
public too, seats are going fast!

Office NOtes

Label, Label, Label...Everything!
Lunchbox, water bottle, coat, 
gloves, shoes...if it’s something 
your child could take off or 
forget somewhere, PLEASE put a 
label on it! We make every effort 
to return lost items if we know 
who their owners are. 

Missing something? Check the 
Lost and Found bins in the lobby 
cubbies (next to the front door).

3. Stay in your car. 

Unless you’re picking up at noon 
carpool, it’s faster and more 
efficient -- not to mention safer 
-- for you to remain in your vehicle 
while we bring your child to you 
and assist with buckling. 

4. Hang up and go slow. 

Carpool is a time of many 
distractions. Please avoid using 
cell phones, and make sure you’re 
watching for people crossing 
through the carpool line from the 
parking spaces.

5. Don’t worry, be present! 

Most importantly, don’t let the 
rules stress you out. These few 
minutes in line are a chance to 
connect with your child before 
the day begins, so relax. Enjoy the 
time. It might even be... fun.

Get Connected!
Join our private Facebook 
group that’s only available 

to Heartwood families, 
and find everything from 
school info to playdate 

opportunities.

Reminder: NO peanut or tree 
nut products at school, please.

http://merlefest.org/
http://www.redmolly.com/media.html
http://www.redmolly.com/media.html
http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com/concert/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/red-molly-a-concert-benefiting-heartwood-montessori-tickets-45826230489?aff=es2
https://www.facebook.com/groups/heartwoodmontessorifamilies/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/heartwoodmontessorifamilies/
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We’re excited to welcome several 
new faculty members this year! 

Jay Batman joins us from 
Willow Oak Montessori in 
Chatham County. He’s been 
teaching for 8 years and is AMS 
certified in both Lower and Upper 
Elementary. Prior to becoming 
a teacher, he earned a BA in 

Psychology from Southern Illinois 
University at Edwardsville and 
an MFA from the Art Institute of 
Chicago. He also spent years in 
the restaurant business, including 
owning an Italian restaurant, and 
has lived abroad in Ecuador and 
Germany.  “Yes,” he says, “that’s 
my real last name.”

Jay will be lead teacher in LE2 and 
will sponsor the “Mystery Science” 
clubs (see page 4).

Fernanda Waclawik Porter 
started her teaching career in her 
native Brazil, where she taught 
English for seven years before 
moving to Utah as a bilingual 
Portuguese teacher. She and her 
husband moved to NC in May, 
along with their adopted Westie, 
Friedrich (“or just Fred”).

Fernanda will assist Jay in LE2.

Ryan Shands comes to 
Heartwood from SAS Institute’s 
Montessori program, where he 
first began work as an intern prior 
to graduating from NC Central 
University. He holds an AMS 
certification in Early Childhood 
Education and is trained to 
recognize signs of emotional, 
developmental, and health-
related problems in children. In 

Jay Batman (LE2 Lead Teacher)

Fernanda Porter (LE2 Assistant)

Rebecca Bloom (LE1 Assistant)Ryan Shands (KEL Lead Teacher) Lindsey Williams (KEL Assistant)

New Faces Around Heartwood
addition to leading his class, he 
enjoys expanding his professional 
development with conferences 
and workshops.

Ryan will be lead teacher in the 
KEL Transition class. 

Lindsey Williams is a native 
of Cary (“Yes, we do exist!”) 
and her son Kai is starting his 
second year at Heartwood. She 
earned a Bachelors of Social Work 
from UNC-W and a Masters of 
Education from Northern Arizona 
University. She taught ESL in 
Arizona and gained experience 
with Montessori as an assistant in 
preschool and grades 4-6. She’s a 
yogi, writer, and artist, and hopes 
to publish her first children’s book 
soon.

Lindsey will assist Ryan in the KEL 
Transition class.

Rebecca Bloom graduated 
from Appalachian State with a 
degree in Middle Grades Education 
and joins the Heartwood 
community after teaching 7th 
grade math for three years.  In her 
spare time, she likes reading, cross 
stitching, and being outside in her 
hammock.

Rebecca will assist Bridget in LE1. 
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Ginny McCollum
Administrative Coordinator
Ginny@heartwoodmontessori.com

Sue Daniel
Head of School, Programs & Enrollment
Sue@heartwoodmontessori.com

Mary McKinney
Office Manager
Mary@heartwoodmontessori.com

QuestiONs?

fiNd us ONliNe

HeartwoodMontessori.com
Our official school website

Heartwood on Facebook
Our official page on Facebook

HW Families on Facebook
The unofficial community group for 
Heartwood families

Learn More

liNk up!

Link Your VIC Card
Re-link your card each year for Harris 
Teeter’s Together In Education program

Our Montessori Philosophy
Or why we do what we do!

2018-2019 School Calendar
Also available as a PDF on our website

Credits

Christina Rose Studios
“Seed Balls” photography, page 4

The “Extras” Guide
The school year hasn’t even 
started yet, but we already have 
some exciting options lined up for 
after-school activities, with more 
ideas in the works for our younger 
students.  

Age 
Range Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

7+
Coding Club 
with CAML 
Academy

Chess Club
with Triangle 

Chess
[Details TBD]

LE 
(rising 
1st-3rd 

graders)

Mystery 
Science with 

Mr. Jay
3:15-4:15pm

3rd-8th 
grade

Girls on the 
Run

[2nd Coach 
needed]

Girls on the 
Run

[2nd Coach 
needed]

UE
(rising 

4th-6th 
graders)

Mystery 
Science with 

Mr. Jay
3:15-4:30pm

Visit our website to learn more or 
sign up for a session. 

Do you have a passion you’d like to 
share? Email Ginny to talk about 
sponsoring a club of your own.

Intro to Violin
This popular Suzuki class for 
ages 3-6 meets at Heartwood 
on Thursdays,  Sept. 20 – May 9,  
from 11:00-11:45am. 

Instructor: Dana Friedli, founding 
member of Suzuki of the Triangle. 

Fee: 9 payments of $66.67/month

Online registration will open 
on September 1, 2018. Visit 
https://trianglestrings.com/
suzukiofthetriangle/ and scroll to 
the bottom of the page to enroll, 
or email Dana for more info.

Private Piano
James Catton offers private 
piano lessons for ages 5+. He 
visits Heartwood on Tuesdays for 
30-minute one-on-one sessions, 
and also offers the option for 
alternative home lessons at other 
times. For details, email James or 
call (919) 889-1995.

mailto:ginny%40heartwoodmontessori.com?subject=
mailto:Sue%40heartwoodmontessori.com%0D?subject=
mailto:Mary%40heartwoodmontessori.com?subject=
http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com/
https://www.facebook.com/heartwoodmontessorischool/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/heartwoodmontessorifamilies/
https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education
http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com/montessori-philosophy/
http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com/school-calendar/
http://www.christinarosestudios.com/
http://www.heartwoodmontessori.com/after-school-clubs-and-lessons/
mailto:ginny%40heartwoodmontessori.com?subject=
https://trianglestrings.com/danaf/
https://trianglestrings.com/suzukiofthetriangle/ 
https://trianglestrings.com/suzukiofthetriangle/ 
mailto:dana%40tristrings.com?subject=
http://www.jamescatton.com/pianolessons.htm
mailto:jamescatton3%40yahoo.com?subject=

